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1. 
LOCATION OF WABASH POINT 
In the early 1830' s Wabash Point was one of the 
most important and populous centers in what is now 
southwestern Coles County, Illinois. Wabash Point lay 
about four miles southwest of where Mattoon is now 
located, and along the east branch of the Little Wabash 
River. The nucleus of the settlement was where the Old 
State Road intersected this stream in section 33 of 
Mattoon Township. Settlers coming to this area were 
sea ttered up and down the Little Wabash River and ea st 
and west in this vicinity for about atwo mile radius. 
Al though the majority of the settlers preferred the 
wooded sections along the main streams, many little spurs 
of woods along creeks emptying into the main branch about 
every quarter of a mile, had its quota of newcomers. A 
number of small groves out in the prairie, such as Dry Grove, 
Buck Grove, and Dodge Grove were settled earlier than the 
prairie. At the time of earliest eettlement, Wabash Point 
included the settlements of Muddy Point, Dry Grove, and Paradise. 
1.ater Wabash Point constituted the smaller area mentioned 
above. 
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2. 
A LAND OF FOREST A.:ND PRAIRIE 
As the earliest settlers entered Illinois, near the 
junction of the Ohio and 1~ississippi Rivers, they found 
these bottom lands entirely covered by hardwood forests, 
but as "the rivers diverged, the prairies began to intervene. 
These small areas were called savannahs by the English 
settlers. These were interspersed with small strips of 
timber. As the settlers moved farther north, the timber 
diminished excepting along the rivers and their tributaries, 
and the prairies became larger. Near the center of the 
state, reaching from "its eastern to its western boundary 
was the Great Prairie, broken only by narrow strips of 
timber on the Vermilion, the Embarrass, the Little ·#abash, . 
the Sangamon, and the Illinois Rivers, and their tributaries. 
From Washington County, the Pioneer ·could travel a di stance 
of three hundred miles to the Wisconsin line without en-
countering so much as five miles of timber."1 
William Newnham Blane, one of the Englishmen connected 
with Bir beck and Flower at Al bi on, Illinois, gives this 
description of the Grand Prairie as he traversed it in making 
a trip on foot fran Albion to st. Louis, and then back across 
Illinois to New Earmony, Indiana: 
"Twelve miles after leaving Fitch's Tavern, the road 
enters the Grand Prairie. This immense sea of grass reaches 
from Lake Michigan nearly to the Ohio, and is about three hun-
dred miles in length. The breadth, however, is very irregular, 
l. No. 6, P• 20 
• 
being only twenty-four miles, where the Prairie is crossed 
by the St. Louis Road. I do not know anything that struck 
me more forcibly than the sensation of solitude I experienced 
in crossing this, and some of the other large Prairies. I 
was perfectly alone and could see nothing in any direction 
but sky and grass • Leaving the w cod appeared like et.11 barking 
alone upon the ocean, and, upon again approaching the wood, 
I felt as if' returning to the land. Not a living thing could 
I see or hear, except the occasional rising of' some prairie 
fowls, or1 perhaps a large ba wk or eagle wheeling about over 
my head." 
It was a common practice f'or the Indians and early 
settlers alike to burn the tall prairie grass in the autunn, 
.so that the spring growth o:r grass would be better, and also to 
force the animals which they were seeking, out of' their hiding 
places. 
John Moses gives this colorf'ul description of the 
changing scene upon the prairie: 
"In the spring, the first coat of grass, sprouting up 
from the chaITed remains of autumn fires, was mingled with the 
violet and other smaller flowers of the most minute and 
delicate texture, whose natural beauty no handiwork of man's 
cultivation could improve. As the stronger grass increased 
in size, these were succeeded by others of a larger growth and 
more gaudy appearance, di splaying their brilliant colors 
in striking contrast to the green sur:face. It is impossible 
t:o conceive a more infinite diversity or a richer profUsion of 
hues. In the summer, thew ild prairie was covered with a long, 
coarse grass, which later assumed a golden hue, and in the 
rich, wet soil, fanned by the winds and kissed by the sun, 
grew to the height of eight or nine feet, throwing out lohg, 
coarse leaves which reached above the head of the traveler on 
horseback. n2 
Was it any wonder that these early settlers fes.red this 
"sea of grass"? It was very easy to be lost out on the 
prairie. In the woods, they could blaze a t:tail with their 
1. No. 11, pp. 71-72 
2. No. 6, p. 20 
4. 
ax, but out on this large expanse of waving grass, there was 
little to help mark a trail. There were also many other 
dangers and hardships that the pioneers faced as they traveled 
through such an unbroken stretch, such as the pestiferous 
horse flies, the wolves, and the many snakes. There was the 
danger fr.om the terrible storms, with no shelter near, and a 
prairie fire in the pathway of an imnigrant could mean disaster. 
The settlers at Wabash Point were chiefly from the south, 
namely North Carolina, Tennessee, and Kentucky, while a few 
emigrated from a later home in Ohio, Indiana, or southern 
Illinois. These people were seeking farms of a similar nature 
to their original homes, woodland with a creek or stream 
near by. They were afraid of the unknown--the great prairies 
that stretched for miles. They shared the prevalent idea 
of their times, that soil that produced only grass could not 
be as fertile as that which produced trees. They wanted the 
woods for other reasons too; namely, they needed wood to 
build their homes, barns, sheds, and ferces. They used it 
for fuel, and the forests acted as windbreaks. It also 
furnished them with food for themselves and ma. st (nuts, such 
as acorns, hickory nuts, etc.} for their hqss. It provided 
game, such as deer, wild turkeys, and prairie chickens; 
bark for tannin; and leaves and roots for dyes. 
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5. 
nimm.igration to Illinois was not large in comparison 
to that of neighboring states or territories. Indians st ill 
held the greater part of Illinois, and the inconveniences 
incident to frontier life was more pronounced as the dis-
tance from the Fast increased. Pro-slavery men, and anti-
slavery men as well, were still in doubt as to the ultimate 
fate of slavery in Illinois. This had a deterrent effect 
upon immigration."! 
"After the War of 1815, soldiers remembered and returned 
to the beautiful Illinois Country. "No more glowing accounts 
of its attractive features could have been given than those 
of the soldiers who bad lately traversed its prairies and 
groves in battle aITay. Their p:m.ise of its rich soil, its 
forest-fringed streams, and agreeable climate, was carried 
back not only to their own neighborhoods, but to other states, 
and as a result old settlements were henceforth continually 
enlarged and new ones formed."2 
Wide publioi ty was given Illinois in the accounts of 
the English settlement at Albion, written by its founders, 
Morris Birkbeck and Flower. 'l'he accounts of visitors to 
Albion and to Illinois C·OUntry were Widely read, such as 
William Newnham Blane's "An Excursion Through the Uni tad 
States and Canada During the years 1822-23, and Travels 
in the Central Portion of the Illinois Valley", by Henry 
R. Schoolcraft.3 
"The earliest French visitors to Illinois were high 
in their praise of this great prairie land. Marquette, 
who came in 1673, was charmed with the valley of the Illinois. 
'We have·seen nothing like this river, as regards its 
f ert ili ty Of soil, its prairies an·d woods, its cattle 
(buffalo}, elk, deer, wildcats! bustlrds, swans, ducks, 
parroquets, and even beaver."" 
1. No. 13, P• 73 3. No. ll 
2. No. 6, ~. 272 4. No. 11, XV 
-
6. 
"As to the aspect of the country," wrote Joutel, 
who was in Illinois several months during 1687 and 1688, 
"it could not be more beautiful, and I may say th.at the land 
of the Illinois is perfect, everything necessary to life and 
subsistence can be obtained, for in addition to the beauty 
with which it is adorned, it possesses fertility •••••••••••• 
so that men alone are needed for obtaining great riches in 
this country and they could maintain themselves, far more 
easily there than in many other parts, where heavy expenses 
have been incurred for settlements, which yield small returns 
and are of little importance."! 
Col. George Rogers Clark reported on the Illinois 
country: 
''On the river you'll find the finest lands the smi. 
ever shone on. In the high country you will find a variety 
of poor and rich lands, with large meadows extending beyond 
the reach of your eyes, variegated wi ih groves of trees, 
appearing like i~lands in the seas, covered with buffaloes 
and other game • " 
Settlement did not progress very rapidly until after the 
Black Hawk War in 1832, and after the t.rea ty with the 
Winnebagces, Socs, and Foxes was signed on September 21, 1832. 
"The inciting cause of the immigration which overflowed 
the prairies early in the 18301 s was the reports of marvelous 
beauty and fertility of the region distributed through the 
East by those who had particip:ited in the Black Hawk camp:iign 
with General Scott. Chicago and Milwaukee then had a few 
hundred inhabitants, and Gurdon s. Hubbard's trail from 
Chicago to Kaskaskia led almost through a wilderness.tt3 
1. No. 11, XV 
2. No. 6, P• 34 
3. No. 9, p. 87 
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7. 
COLES COUNTY 
"Coles County was originally a part of Clark County 
until after 1830. It then included Cumberland and Douglas 
Counties. It was named for Edward Coles, the second governor 
of the state. It is largely prairie, and constitutes a part 
o~ What is knmf1 as the "Grand Prairie". 'l'he soil in the prairies 
is deep and rich. '1.'imber abounded in the county at the onset of 
the waves of emigration, but it was chiefly confined to the 
valleys of the water courses or to small groves that dotted the 
prairies. '1he varieties consisted of many kinds such as oak, 
hickory, walnut,elm,maple, cottonwood, beechnut, and others."l 
In the southwest part of Coles Gounty, the Little Wabash 
Creek affords the principal drainage. This creek and all of the 
small tributaries that flow into it were thickly wooded. To 
the north of this timbered area lay the prairie, unbroken only 
by long undulations. This part of the area remained unculti-
vated generally until after the coming of the railrcads. It 
was largely used for pasturage during the first two decades of 
early settlement, and large herds of cattle roamed over its grassy, 
undulating surface, under the care of cattlemen. 
It was to this w coded area on the Little Waoosh that the 
first settlers in south western Coles County came. '.L'he settlement 
extended into sections 27 1 28 ,29 ,32~33, and 34 of what is now 
Mattoon 'l'ownship, and sections 3,4,5 18,9, and 10 of Paradise 
Township. Although some settlers who are listed as Wabash Point 
settlers, extend into areas now known as Dry Grove, Muddy Point, 
and Paradise, the majority of the immigrants settled in the 
above sect ions. 
L. No. 9, p. 225 
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8. 
PROBABLE ROUTES OF EARLY SET'l'LERS TO WABASH POINT 
Since the uiajori ty of the early settlers of Wabash 
Point came from the south, their probable entry into 
Illinois was either at Vincennes, or at Shawneetown. Most 
of these inmigrants came overland in covered wagons, probably 
from Palestine, or Shawneetown, north to Terre Haute, and 
then west to Paris and forded the Embarrass River and came 
on to Charleston and across the prairie to Wabash Point. 
"Emigrants coming from these various southern 
localities, at that day, generally converged at a point on 
the Ohi.o River, at or below Louisville. From there they 
came north through Western Indiana, to Vincennes, the 
oldest se ttlem.ent on the Wabash. From this place some times 
they came directly west to their various localities, or went 
on north to Terre Haute, and from that place went to their 
ch os en homes. Sometimes , how ever , they went on down the 
beautiful Ohio River on flat-boats, to old Shawneetown, whe~ 
they disembarked, reloaded their goods and themselves into 
their wagons, and came north to Carmi or Mount Carmel; from 
either of which place they could find routes northward."l 
"A land-office was established at Kaskaskia in 1804 
concluding treaties with the Indians in 1803-4-5. Another 
was established at Shawneetown, which was laid out in 1808 
and had by 1818 grown to be one of the largest towns in the 
Territory. Then, as now, it was the county seat of Gallatin 
County, and was for years the first stopping place for 
immigrants to Illinois. It boasted of a bank, a printing-
of'fice, a land-office, about a hundred dwelling houses, and 
a population of five hundred. It was in some respects a 
rival tovm to Kaskaskia. n2 
Governor .John Reynolds inl833 wrote to the Registrar 
and Recorder in the Land-Office at Shawneetown, in regard to 
some saline springs near there. 3 I believe that the settlers 
1. No. 9, p. 409 
2. No. o, p. 229 
3. No. 3 
9. 
who came to Wabash Point probably came through Shawneetown 
because it was a natural place for convergence of r,outes 
from the South; it had large salt deposits, where the 
settlers could get their supply of sa.l t before they started 
north; and it was necessary for the immigrants to visit a 
land-office to buy or at least to locate the region where 
land was available for settlement. 
According to Boggess: 
"The natural routes from the South led to, or near to, 
Illinois, the great road from the south crossing the Ohio 
River at Shawneetown, and the Kentucky and Cumberland Rivers 
being natural water routes. ttl (Many early pioneers to Ken-
tucky had used the Wilderness Road.) 
"The chief route by land was the Wilderness Road, over · 
which thousands of the inhabitants of Kentucky had come ••••• 
It crossed the mountains at Cumberland Gap, was extended to Crab 
Orchard, then to the Falls of the Ohio, and later to Vincennes 
and on toward St. Louis." 2 .. · 
As later waves of settlers moved farther north and west, 
they naturally foll owed the ex tens ion of this famous highway. 
When Coles County was first organized, and for some years 
before, the main artery of travel from the East was over the 
Cumberland Road, which was also called the National Read. It 
passed through the southern part of Coles County, and when a 
new county was made from that territory, it took the name 
"Cumberland", from the name of the famous road. It was begun 
in 1806 and was to ext,end from Ft. Cumberland on the Potomac 
River through Wheeling, West Virginia; Columbus, Ohio; Indiana-
polis, Indiana; and Vandalia, Illinois to the Mississippi River. 
1. No. 13, P• 127 
2. No. 13, p. 93 
10. 
Governor Edward Coles, at I111no1s, wrote the following letter 
to the President of the United States concerning tbi s much 
needed highway to the Mississippi River: 1 
Executive Office 
Vandalia, Jan.11,1823 
Sir--I transmit you a joint Resolution of the two house of 
the General Assembly, requesting you to use yrur best efforts 
to prevail on Congress to perm.nan tly locate and mark the 
contemplated continuation of the National turnpike road frcm 
Wheeling to the Mississippi River, in order that the States 
through which it passes may if they think proper, open and 
improve the same. 
I am very respectfully, 
Edward Coles 
Within the boundaries of the state of Illinois, there 
were several traces or marked routes. They seemed to have 
been designated by different numbers of notches cut in the trees 
along the wayside. One of the most traveled of these routes 
was the great Western Road from Shawneetown to St. Louis, 
by way of Kaskaskia and Cahokia. There was also a r 01 d from 
Shawneetown, by way of Carmi, to Birkbeck's settlanent in 
F.d wards County 1 
»In 1822, Hubbard, an agent of the AJD.erican Fur Company, 
established a direct path or track from the Iroquois Post to 
Danville. In 1824 Hubbard's Trail was extended northward to 
Chicago and southward about one hundred fifty miles southwest 
of Danville. Trading posts were established every forty or 
fifty miles along this trail. Its southern extremity was at. 
Blue Point in Effingham County."2 
Springfield was the northern terminus of the mail route 
in 1823. By 1830 the mail was carried three times a week 
I. No. 3 
2. No. 13, p. 15? 
11. 
between Vincennes and St. Louis. It was delivered twice a 
week along the routes from Maysville and St. Louis; and be-
tween Belleville and St. Charles. 
Blane made this comment in 1822 about his journey to 
St. Louis over the great Western Road: 
"In passing a small belt of wood near a watercourse, 
I met the mail, that is to :s:ay, a man on horseback, who 
drove before him another horse, on which were f'astened the 
leathern bags containing the letters. Tlu;e bags were very 
large, and being packed upon a high wooden saddle, :rmde a 
curious appearance. When I first saw the horse coming round 
a turn in the road, I thought sane animal was fixed upon 
its back. It is in this way that the nail is carried twice 
a week from Kentucky to Vinoermes, and from Vincennes 
to st. Louis."l 
"The State Road runs from Shelbyville to' Paris. It was 
surveyed and located by J'ohn Flemming, Thomas sconce, and -· 
Thomas Rhodes, according to the following act of the 
Legislature, approved Jan. 28, 1831."2 
Before the laying-out of this road, the people meandered 
over the prairies and through the openings in the timber, where-
ever they could get through best and easiest. 
1. No. 11, p. 78 
2. No. 9, P• 302 
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THE SETTL:EMENT OF WABASH POINT 
In the summer of 1826, Charles Sawyer Of Kentucky, 
came to Coles County hunting for a spot on which to settle. 
He stayed with the True Family who lived in Lafayette Town-
ship. He examined the Little Wabash Point area and decided 
t,o buy land there. He hired a man named Bates to build a 
cabin for him for ten dollars, while he returned to Kentucky 
for his family. This cabin was the first habitation for a 
white man built in either Mattoon or Paradise Township. It 
stood N. E. i of N. w. i of Section 33. His great grandson, 
Mr. Joseph Sawyer, who resides near the original site, showed 
me the land grant of Charles Sawyer, which was signed by 
1 Andrew Jackson. The following year, 182?tCharles returned 
with his wife, daughters, and their husbands, John Young and 
Henry Cole. The s.ons-in-law settled near "Uncle Charlie." 
Soon they were joined by John Houching (Uncle Jack). The Hart 
families, Thomas, and his sons, Miles H., Silas, Johathan, 
Moses, and Thomas Jr., settl.ed in what is now Paradise Town-
ship. These families, with James Cunningham and Jefferson 
Coleman, came together, and were the pioneers Of Paradise 
Township. 
The next year, 1828, John Sawyer, brother of Charles, 
located on the east side of the timber in section 34. Abrut 
the same time tba t he came, George Hanson and Dr. John Apperscn, 
1. Mr. Joseph Sawyer's Historical Collection. 
• 
13. 
the first physican in the country, arrii.ed. :rt.Jr. Hanson 
settled on a farm near the (present} village of Magnet, 
and Dr. Apperson loca. ted in Paradise Township near the present 
site of the Illinois Central Railroad. 
About a year after the settlement of the Doctor and 
N.x. Hanson, came the .Tames Graham fumily, who located east 
of Charles Sawyer. Mr. Graham was a lom l Methodist preacher 
and one of the earliest pioneer ministers in the western ~rt 
of Coles County. Elisha Linder arrived in 1829 to select 
a site for settlement. He returned from Hardin Co., Kentucky 
in 1831 with his mother, two sisters, and a brother. 'l'hey 
built a cabin south and adjoining Mr. Graham's home. 
William Langston, in 1830, bought the land and cabin 
of .Tames Nash, who was the first Wabash Point settler to die 
in the new settlement. Nash was buried on Christmas Day, 
1829, on the .Tohn Thomas farm on the ooad from Mattoon to 
Paradise. Farther west settled George Morris and Iv'ir. Champion, 
and to the southwest of the timber, now in Paradise 'l'ownship 
were the Currys, Moores, Mcintoshes, Alexanders, Crosses, 
Brinegers, the Champions, the Gannaways, the Norrises, the 
Drakes, and Charles W. Naab. 
On November 11, 1830, Tu~r. Hiram Tremble came to Wabash 
Point, pitching his camp near Charles Sawyer's cabin. 
"Uncle Charley" was looked upon as the leader of the little 
group. He was one of the first to aid in planting a church 
in the settlement. Hiram Tremble, a Methodist minister and 
•• 
14. 
farmer, later became a contractor and a builder of part of 
the two railroads centering at Mattoon. 
one of the first merchants of Mattoon. 
He later be came 
Many of his sketches 
of pioneer life entitled "Forty Years Ago", were published 
in the Mattoon Journal. 
Later, the Bryants, Waddills, Hadleys, the Michaels, 
the Matthews, the Yocums, the DeJarnetts, and the Slovers came 
to the growing settlement at ~Vabash Point. Most of these 
settlers came from Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, but a 
few, perhaps, came from Virginia. Some, such as the Lincolns 
and the Harts, had settled first in Indiana or in Southern 
Illinois before they came to Wabash Point. 
As soon as the ca bin had been built, the next task was to 
prepare a cl earing in the wo o:i s for a small crop of corn and a 
garden. vlhile a few trees were cut .down for the building of 
the cabin, sheds, and fences, for the most i:art, the trees 
were girdled or ringed the first year. There was a deep cut 
ar slash around the tree, so that it died within a year, and 
then it could be more easily destroyed and the land clearEll.. 
If the ones who built their houses in the woods broke a small 
space in the prairie, it was a difficult task. The plows 
were heavy wooden frames that required two to six oxen to pull 
them. Often the first year only spots were dug up and a little 
corn was planted for their staple grain. Potatoes and garden 
vegetables were planted the first year. Corn was then, as now, 
more widely planted tban wheat. It was used for cornbread, 
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It was used for cornbread, Johnny Cake, cornmeal. mush, and 
hominy. Most settlers brought cattle, h~s, and a few sheep 
with them. There was an abundance of grass for the horses 
and cattle. The hogs fattened on the mast from the forest. 
The sugar maples, sorghum, and wild bees furnished sweetning 
for the pioneers. The woods and meadows abounded in n:any fruits 
and berries such as the wild strawberry, blackberry, and wild 
grapes. Walnuts, hickory nuts, and hazelnuts formed a welcome 
part of their diet. Occasionally, pawpaws and redhaws were 
found nearby. Animal food was abundant, for besides the dornestic 
animals mentioned, deer, rabbits, squirrels, Wild turkey, 
prairie chickens, and sometimes bears, were available. 
In the earl:ifEt years of the settlement, going to mill or 
market was a chore. The nearest srra.11 towns were Charleston, 
Shelbyville, Palestine, and Springfield. Sometimes a pilgrimage 
was made to Spangler's Mill on the Sangamon River, a distance of 
forty miles. Terre Haute and St.Louis afforded a market for thar 
} 
s:u.rpl:us supply of livestock. In the spring of 183? Miles Hart 
and Clemme Gear built a steam mill near the east bank o:f the creek 
west of the :tresent village of Paradise. It burned that year, 
but was rebuilt and was operated for eight oriBn years before its 
removal to Charleston. Capp's Mill was established some time 
later farther north of the Paradise Mill, north of the 
• 
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that divides Mattoon and Paradise Townships. It was used 
both as a grist mill and as a saw mill. It was located 
northwest and across the road from the old Campground Cemetery 
and the first church of Wabash Point. 
Wabash Point was settled chiefly by Methodists in its 
earlier days. Church services were held at first at the hanes 
of the various settlers. As the number of settlers increased, 
they began to have camp meetings in the summer or early fall. 
To these meetings came people from many miles around,. bringing 
their whole farn ilies, and camping out for weeks. At first these 
meetings were usually cold and the proceedings rather quiet, 
but as the meetings continued, the emotions of the people were 
so aroused tba t they er ied, shouted, and prayed for mercy, until 
they often fainted from sheer exhaustion. 'l'here were two such 
locations at Wabash Point. The first was on the west side of 
the creek, south of the State Road, near the 11homas Spring. 
The other site was "The Old Sawyer Camp Ground" as it was 
called, which was started in the early thirties. This was 
located directly south of the cemetery in a grove of trees 
which now is the State Forest Preserve. The high pulpit was 
made by Hiram Tre:nble. It was an elevated platform con-
structed of six or e:igh t inch trees for posts, morticed to 
the end and side-pieces which supported the floor of the 
pulpit. 'l'he floor was of puncheons. A door wa:s at one side 
for the preacher to enter. 
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A church was built on the location of the old camp ground 
in 1837. Mr. Joseph Sawyer showed me the original deed to the 
land for the church, designated as four acres of land off NE 
comer NVv! of s. t T. ll N. R 7 E of the 3rd P. M. 'Ille 
trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Wabash Point 
listed in the paper were: William Allison, Elisha Linder, 
Charles Sawyer, Charles w. Naab, John Sawyer, Miles Hart, Silas 
Hart , John Apper s on , and Thanas Temp le ton. The sum men ti one d 
was two hundred dollars. 
Later this church was abandoned, due to a rift in 1he 
congregation. A church was then built in the village of 
Paradise , and one was bui 1 t at the inter sec ti on of the State 
Read and tbe south read toward Paradise in 1874. Both tbis 
church, known as the Little Wabash Church, and the parsonage, 
directly west Of it, were constructed of brick which were 
made near the site of the first church near Camp Gm und Cemetery. 
The first school at Wabash Point was said to have been 
located on the north part of Sec. 11-11-7 •1 Early teachers 
were: a Mr. Banker, David Campbell, William Noffett, Eli 
Thayer, o. H. Perry, and later D. P. Henley. Another school 
was built west of the creek and just south of the State Road, 
near the Thomas Spring. It is believed that a woman mmed 
Green taugJi t there, but John Graham, a Mr. Drake, and James 
Waddill, were earlier teachers. 
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The most recent school was District 102, a frame 
building north of the State Road and opposite the Little 
18. 
Wabash Church. It was called "Wabash School", and stood 
until the consolidation of rural schools in Mattoon Town-
ship. A modern home has now been erected on the site of 
this school. 
About 1830, J"acob Slover started a store in the southern 
p;irt of Sec ti on 2-12-?, and soon his brother, Isaac Slover, 
built a horse-mill nearby, just north of the star-e. Charles 
Naab started a store at Richmond, a little town started on the 
State Road about a mile east of Wabash Church and Creek. The 
land was owned by J"ack Houchin, and he named the village, 
Richmond, in honor of his native home, Richmond, Virginia. 
It was platted August 27, 1836. 
An historical plaque marks the spot or this old village. 
These words are inscribed on the plaque: 
"On th is spot stood the clapboard inn, general store, and 
post office of the early settlers, including the Lincoln family. 
The survey of the village shows thirty-seven lots; Main 
Street, 60 :ft. wide ran immediately With the state Road, and 
was crossed by Mulberry, Sycamore, and Cottonwood Streets. 
The State Road extended from Paris via Charleston to 
Shelbyville and on to Vandalia, Illinois, the Old State Capital. 
A conch shell blown at a di stance announced the arrival 
of the ~ily painted stage coaches carrying the mail and 
passengers. These days of the stage continued until the advent 
of the railroad in 1855." 
The pl.aqua was erected by the Governor Edward Coles 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Mattoon, Illinois, 1947. 
.. 
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George M. Hanson esta bl.ished the first post ofi'ice in 
1830 in his house on the farm which later was owned by ;r. E. 
Tremble. Mr. Hanson was the postmster, and the office was 
called Paradise. Later it was removed to Slover's store and 
then to Richmond. Several yea.rs later, it was moved to the 
village of Paradise. 
Charles Naab ran a very flourishing store for several 
years (1838-1840) in the town of Richmond. 
"He introduced a new stove called a •step stove' in his 
store. The women came for miles around to see this new-
fangled contrivance for use in cooking."l 
Besides the mills mentioned earlier, there were several 
black-smith shops, tanneries, brick kilns, cooper shops, 
stores, and taverns in the settlement. On the Old State Road 
about a half or three-quarters of a mile west of the creek, 
was the Relay Station run by "Uncle Billyn Waddell. Here, 
the horses for the stage ccaches were changed, and passengers 
spent the night. "Uncle Billy" sold his station at a later 
time to William Langston, who ran the Relay Station for 
several yea.rs. One of the most notorious murder trials in 
Coles County centered around Langston's widow many years later. 
She, along with a young girl who was a neighbor and who was 
spending the night with the old lady, were murdered one night. 
Her son offered a five hundred dollar reward for the 
1. No. 9, P• 626 
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apprehension of the murderer. In a short time the son was 
convicted of the murder of hl s mother and of the young 
neighbor girl. It is said that a picture was taken of the 
eyes of the murdered girl and the picture reve9.led a clue to 
the murderer •1 
The outstanding events recorded by early settlers of 
Wabash Point were those of "the deep snow of 1830-31".2 
the "shower of meteors--1833", and the "sudden freeze of 
1835".3 
About the la st of November of 1830, th ere ca me a series 
of successive snows, until by the middle of February, the snow 
in some places was thirty-two inches deep. After the February 
thaw and a rain that lasted for two days, it suddenly turned 
very cold. The whole face of the country was one continuous 
sheet of ice. A deer hunt was held during this time. The 
animals found it impossible to run on the ice, so many were 
killed at this time. 
Mr. Hiram Tremble had been to mill several miles west of 
Shelbyville and was returning home to Wabash Point. He spent 
the night at a friend's home near Shelbyville. He asked the 
friend to get him up early the next morning so-, that he could 
reach home the following day. He was awakened at three o'clock, 
but before he started on his journey, a shower of meteorites 
began. The people, with whom he had spent the night, believed 
th.at the end of the world was at hand, and they urged him to 
fall on his knees and pray. He insisted on driving on tORard 
1. Mary Jane Vogt's Account of the murder of Mrs. Langston 
2. No. 9, p. 335 
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home. He said that he held out his hand hoping that one of the 
sparks would alight on it, but none did. However, as they :te 11 
on the grass beside him they hissed and smoked. 
In 1836, the weather perf~med a very freakish stunt. 
The day started out as a mild sunshiny winter day. The snow 
had melted until a slush was over everything. Sud4enly in a 
period of a few minutes, mud and water alike were frozen 
solidly. Many animals froze to death and several people were 
reported dead as the result of the sudden freeze. 
"Not until 1850 did anyone settle where the city or 
Mattoon new stands. A familiar scene was tthe herding of 
cattle over the vast prairie by the families of the Noyses, 
TreJilbles, Messers, and Allis,ons. The "lone elm" markfd the 
spot where the city, a few years later, was to rise." 
With the crossing of the railr:oads, the present Illinois 
Central, and the New York Central, in 1855, Mattoon was born. 
New immigrants from the East and south and from Europe, came 
into Mattoon Township. The new settlers were forced to locate 
out on the prairies because mo st of the available timber land 
had been used. "Although land was cheap, and in 1820 could be 
bought for one dollar and a quarter an acre, yet the cost of 
plowing the prairie land was five dollars an acre the first 
year and three or four dollars an acre for the second breaking"~ 
As the steel plow came into use, and clay tiles, for draining 
the wet and boggy land, began to be shipped into the new prairie 
town, more and more settlers pushed out into this treeless 
area. 
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CONCLUSION 
Wabash Point did not pass away as did many other pioneer 
communities. It still exists and is graving larger. Many new 
homes are being built now in this area. 
In the 1830' s the pioneers settled the wooded spots 
first and then af'ter all the timber land was taken, the late 
caners were pushed north and east on to the prairie. This 
region was covered by the Illinois Glacier. Much of the sand 
and gravel around the present site of Lake Mattoon are a part 
of the She1byville moraine. There is a great deal Of clay, 
especially in the Paradise region. In early days , a number of 
tile factories utilized these beds of clay. The soil north 
and east in the prairie region and farther west of Wabash Point 
is black rich loam. Directly south and nearer Lake Mattoon, 
the soil is lighter in color and is not so productive as the 
black soil. Today, as in the 1830's, corn is the chief crop 
grown. A little wheat and some oats are also raised, but 
soy beans and alfalfa are grown widely now. 
The old community--Wabash Point--became an independent 
unit. It had its own stores, mills, blacksmith shops,taverns, 
schools, and churches. Today Wabash Point still exists, but 
it is not independent. It is a residential area only. Its 
people drive their automobiles to Mattoon, Charleston, or 
Tuscola to work. There is no longer any sto:r,es, shops, factori EB 
schools, or churches in the community, nor is there any need 
for them. There is a little social group, long known as the 
Wabash Club, that meets frequently at each others' homes. 
.. 
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Most of the members Of this organization are descendants or the 
old pioneer f'amilies. 
On the eastern edge of Wabash neighborhood many oil wells 
are constantly pumping oil. Large storage tanks dot the fields 
of corn and alfalfa or soy beans. In several places, gas is 
burning from a pipe out in the fields, but I don't believe 
any of the residents are utilizing it as did one or the 
pioneers, Mr. Champion. In the early l830's some of his neighbors 
were helping him dig a well when someone put a light in the hole 
to s·ee. Suddenly there was a terrific explosion. It was gas 
that they had found, Mr. Champion piped it into his home and 
lighted and heated it with the natural gas .. 
Most of the people who are now building homes at Wabash 
Point, are workers from Mattoon. They can buy a plot of ground 
cfueaper than in the city, and they can have room for pets and 
a garden. Sbhool buses pick their children up and bring them 
into N.iattoon to school. They have their own method of trans-
portation for work or for shopping. It is also near the re-
creation center, Lake Mattoon. 
I asked one of the oldest settlers at Wabash Point, Mr. 
Jaunt Waddell, about the old settlement and the early settlers. 
He looked through his old Bible for newspaper clippings to 
show me. He gave me orl' about Henry Michaels, which I now have. 
In answer to one of my questions, he said in his drawling voi,ee, 
"Yes, it used to be called Wabash Point, and a Godly community 
it was! But it isn't like that anymore. Some of us call it 
'Hell's Half Acre' nowt" 
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6B £c~ap showing location at Indian Tribes in lllinoi s in 1812. 
60 1£ap sh owing location of Indian Tri bes in Illinois in 1818. 
6D n~ap showing distribution and density Of population in 
Illinois in 1820. 
6E rap shOVi ing distribution and density of population in 
Illinois in 1830. 
7A Map shORing the evolution of Coles County. 
It was originally a p:3.rt of Clark County. 
llA Map shcm-ing early roads and routes into and within 
Illinois 
1. The National. or Cumberland R<lld was begun in 1840 
at Cmnberland, Maryland and reached Vandalia in 1840. 
2. The State Road from Paris to Shelbyville passed by 
Wabash Point, af'ter 1831. 
3. Hubbard's Tra 11 reached :from Chicago to Danville and 
was extended southwest to Kaskaskia. 
4. The York Trail led from York through Martinsville, 
Charleston, and ended ncrthwest at Charleston in the 
prairie. 
5. The Palestine.,Shelbyville R01d led through the 
present village at Paradise. 
6. Spr1ng:f1.eld Trace extended west from Edgar County, 
th rough Oakland and the southern part of what is now 
Douglas County and on t;o Springfield. 
7. The Southern Route from Louisville might be thought 
of as an extension of the old Wilderness Road. The 
Pioneers usually crossed the Ohio River at Louisville 
and then. crossed southern Indiana to Mt. Carmel, 
Vincennes, Palestine, York~ or Terre Haute, and. theme 
north and west to their destination. They often went 
by boat, however, to Shawneetown and either continual 
up the \Vabish or the Little Wabash Rivers to their 
destina t1ons. 
8. The Archer Road led nor thwa;rd from Marshall to 
Charleston, then west IllSt Dead Man's Grove to Dodge 
Grove, thence north to the Okaw River and northwest 
to Springfield. This was one Ot the main traveled 
reads. 
9. The Great Western Read conm cted Shawneetown 
with Kaskaskia• Cohokia, and St. Louis. The 
Mail was carried to and from Kentucky twice 
weekly. 
llB Pl.a te--Pictures of the Ohio River at Shawneetown. In 
1953 I crossed from the Kentucky side to ShawneetONn 
on a ferrybQl t with my automobile. In April of 1957 • 
there was no ferrybQ:a. t in operation, so I drove my oar 
over the new bridge pictured here, into Kentucky. 
llC Plate--Pictures of Old Slawneetown's Mainstreet. 
llD Plate--
1. I visited the Historical Society:'s museum Library . 
at Albion, Illinois in April of 1957. I wanted to 
talk to 1he pt"e sident of the Society, 1,tr. Edgar 
L. Dukes,, about the :rour~d1ng of the :English 
settlenent at Alb ion by Morris Birkbeok and George 
Flower. l'f:r. Dukes was ill and unable to be ,at this 
hane at the time of my vi s1 t. However, I was able 
to purchase volume I of his book, "Yester Years in Edwards 
County Illinois", which tells the story of the early years of 
the settlement, and of the oo-founders Birkbeck and Flower. 
2. Picture sh.ov:s the Little Wabash River at Carmi, 
in April 1957, in flood stage. 
llE Plate--
1. Shows old brick courthouse at Albion. 
2. The historical marker to Morris B1rkbeok stands 
at the left of the archway in picture No. 1. The 
1nsor1pt10lj on the marker says: 
"To Morris Birkbeck, who, in 1817, with Gecrge 
Flower, founded the English Settlement in 
Edwards County, 1h is memorial is erected by the 
department of Illinois Woman's Relief Corps, 
Auxiliary to the Grand .t\rmy of the Republic, in 
respect and gratitude for the decided part he 
took against the introduction of slavery.: 
October 27, 1929. 
I believe that the account of the English settlanent 
at Albion and the description of the Il11no1s 
Country, published by Birkbeck and Flower, may have 
been read by many settlers at Walash Point. If they 
did not travel throug;i Albion and perhaps stop 
there, they at least must have heard of it. 
21A Sequent Occupance Map--Wabash Point 1826-1836. The red 
circle shows the nucleus of the settlement-the point where 
• the Little Wabash River tntersects the State Road. 
21B N q. 1 picture shows sane of the virgin f arESt that remains 
along the east bank of the Little Wabash River about an 
eigl1 th of a mile sou. th of the State Road. 
No. Z picture shows the spot where the Little Wabash River 
flows into the northern end of (man-made) Lake Mattoon, 
formerly called Paradise Lake. 
210 No. 1 picture shows Old Campground Cemetery, located on 
the site Of the old camp meetings. Directly south of the 
cemetery, in what is now fo:rest preserve, stood the first 
church in Wabash Point settlement. 
No.2 is a picture of the historical marker which stands on 
the site of Old Richmond. The home in the background 
belongs to Nathan Linder. This marker stands on the north 
side of the State Road, one mile east of the Little Wabash Rive:r: 
21D N.tap showing the distribution and density of population in 
Illinois in 1840. 
21E !viap showing the distribution and density of popula ti oh. in 
Il11nois in 1850. 
21F 1~:ap showing distrlbution and density of population in 
Illinois in 1860. 
My purpose in including these maps is to show that Wabash 
Point settlement which was locn ted in the Great Prairie, 
was in a region of slow growth in population. The prairie 
land was avoided by the earlier settlers. 
23A This map showil'\lS the Glacial Period In Illinois, shows that 
Wabash Point was formerly covered by the Shelbyville till 
sheet am on 1 ts southern edge was the Shelbyville moraine. 
23B This Sequent OccUpance Map Of 1913, taken from the Standard 
Atlas of Coles County, Illinois, 1913, shows tm. t mmy 
tmcts of land were still in possession ot the descendants 
Of pioneer families (Compare Plate 21A). There were one 
htmdred seven teen homes in the oom:n'Wli ty in l 913 as o cmpared 
w1 th eig h ty-e.1gh t in the period of early settl an.en t. 
1826-1838. (See Plate 2lA). 
230 This Se(luent Occupance Map shows the number of hanes in 
1955 to be one hundred fifty-six as compared to cne hundred 
seventeen in 1913. This shows that Wabash Point has never 
ceased to be, but that it 'bas gradually grown. There were: 
forty-eight oil wells in 1955, most of them in the northeast 
area at the oonmunity. 
23D P1ct'lD."e No. l shows the old Wabash Point Church (the last 
pennanent one} that stands directly east of 1he Little 
Wablsh River and smth of the state Rend. It has been 
converted into an apartment house. 
Picture No.2 shows tbe old brick parsonage is still in 
existence. It stands west or the ch uroh building and 
closer to the creek. Mr. and Mrs. William Waddell have 
lived in it for many years. Mr. V'iaddell is a grandson of 
"uncle Billy w·addell", the pioneer who first ran tis relay 
station a mile west or this ho~e. 
23E. Fictlll" e No. l shows thl t a modern holl:le stands in the 
sn:a.11 grove where the Wabash School was formerly located. 
This house stands north of the old Church across the state 
Read. A new paved highway intersects this roo.d on the east 
of 1h1s house. It runs north and sou1h.. extending frc:m 
Route Sixteen to Lake Mattoon. 
Picture No. 2 shows a u.o dern house has been built on the 
site directly west of the school location. It is on the 
east bank of \7abash Creek. 
